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derived from the renowned multi volume international
encyclopaedia of laws this convenient resource provides
systematic information on how spain deals with the role
religion plays or can play in society the legal status of
religious communities and institutions and the legal
interaction among religion culture education and media after a
general introduction describing the social and historical
background the book goes on to explain the legal framework in
which religion is approached coverage proceeds from the
principle of religious freedom through the rights and
contractual obligations of religious communities international
transnational and regional law effects and the legal
parameters affecting the influence of religion in politics and
public life also covered are legal positions on religion in
such specific fields as church financing labour and employment
and matrimonial and family law a clear and comprehensive
overview of relevant legislation and legal doctrine make the
book an invaluable reference source and very useful guide
succinct and practical this book will prove to be of great
value to practitioners in the myriad instances where a law
related religious interest arises in spain academics and
researchers will appreciate its value as a thorough but
concise treatment of the legal aspects of diversity and
multiculturalism in which religion plays such an important
part

this collection adds to a burgeoning literature concerned with
the roles played by religions in development the authors do
not assume that religion and religious organisations can be
used to achieve development objectives or that religiously
inspired development work is more holistic transformative and
authentic instead they subject such assumptions to critical
and as far as possible objective scrutiny focusing on how
adherents of several religious traditions and a variety of
organisations affiliated with different religions perceive the
idea of development and attempt to contribute to its
objectives geographically chapters in the volume encompass
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africa south asia and the asia pacific four of the papers have
an international focus providing a preliminary framework for
analysing the role of religion in development considering the
roles played by faith inspired organisations in two regions
the asia pacific and sub saharan africa and analysing
transnational muslim ngos the individual case studies focus on
nine countries india kenya pakistan nigeria tanzania sudan
malawi sri lanka south africa consider four religions islam
hinduism christianity buddhism and can be grouped under four
themes they consider religion wellbeing and inequality the
roles of religious ngos in development whether and how
religious organisations influence respond to or resist social
change and whether religious service providers reach the poor
finally practice notes show how three religious development
organisations try to put their principles into practice this
book was published as a special double issue of development in
practice

this book examines the critical and often undervalued
contributions of women to the culture well being and
subsistence of their communities as active powerful and wise
ritual specialists from the dalit midwives in india to the
women of the nahua region in the state of morelos mexico from
the indigenous nations in turtle island in canada to the
shamans male and female of south korea and vietnam there are
still many vital indigenous cultures around the world in which
women often hold positions of religious authority and
leadership women and indigenous religions addresses specific
issues in the study of religion such as the multifaceted
tensions between indigenous traditions and gender and the
genealogy of positions of authority in religion or spiritual
matters a close examination reveals that native religions with
their women specialists are still a source of inspiration for
millions of men and women even in the advanced areas in the
world this fact challenges the opinion that indigenous
cultures are becoming extinct

originally delivered as part of the 1884 hibbert lecture
series in oxford and london r ville s book probes the origins
and growth of religion in pre columbian america among the
topics are the deities and myths of mexico the sacrifices
sacerdotal and monastic institutions eschatology and cosmogony
of mexico the fall of the incas peruvian mythology priesthood
and peruvian cultus and festivals

this volume takes an interdisciplinary approach to the study
of religious cultural exchanges around the pacific in the
period 1500 1900 relating these to economic and political
developments and to the expansion of communication across the
area it brings together twenty two pieces from diaries of
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religious exiles and missionary field observations to studies
from a variety of academic disciplines so enabling a multitude
of voices to be heard the articles are grouped in sections
dealing with the islamic period the iberian catholic period
the jewish diaspora the russian orthodox church the epoch of
protestant culture and finally asian immigrant religions in
the west a substantial introduction contextualizes these
chapters in terms of both historical and contemporary
approaches
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